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09:30 Opening Session

10:15 Setting the Scene

11:00 Refreshments

11:30 Session I: Economic Diversification and Transformation

12:30 Welcome by EESC

12:35 Lunch

13:30 Session II: Enhancing Trade, Investments, and Competitiveness

14:30 Refreshments

15:00 Session III: Fostering Innovation and Entrepreneurship

16:00 Closing Remarks

16:30 Cocktail

Agenda Day II



22 05 16

B2B EU-GCC

Hotel Metropole

May 24, 2016

09:30-11:00
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Questions & Buzz

@EUGCC_TRADE
#EUGCCBUS16
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ÅH.E. Mr. Ignacio Garcia Bercero, Director, DG Trade, European 
Commission

ÅH.E. Ms. Amal Mejren Al  Hamad,  Ambassador of the Cooperation
Council for the Arab States of the Gulf to the European Union 

ÅMrs. Thérèse de Liedekerke, Deputy Director General, 
BUSINESSEUROPE 

ÅH.E. Mr. Abdulrahman Al Otaishain, Vice Chairman of Federation of 
GCC Chambers and Chairman of Asharqia Chamber

Speakers
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SETTING THE SCENE: THE EU -
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ÅH.E. Mr. Abdulaziz Al Ageel, Secretary General, Gulf Organization for 
Industrial Consulting  

ÅMr. Fahad M. Alturki, Chief Economist and Head of Research, Jadwa
Investment

ÅMs. Sarah Jurreit, Economist,  DG ECFIN, EU Commission 

Moderator: 

ÅMr. Oliver Cornock, Managing Editor (Middle East), Oxford Business 
Group 

Speakers
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Main EconomicFeatures of 
the GCC Countries-2014
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ÅThe population of the sixGCC 
countriesis around50 million 
inhabitants

ÅThe sizeof the Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) is about US$1.6 
trillion

ÅHigh per capitaincomerate, 
US$32,000

ÅOil reserve are about 30.2% of 
world total

ÅGas reserves areabout 21.7% of 
world total

ÅThe shareof Oil and gas in GDP is 
47% 

ÅShareof Oil and gas in total  
exportsis about 61% 

ÅFDI has increasedfive folds since
2005 to reachUS$416.3 billion

ÅGCC investmentsabroad
amountedto about US$200 billion

ÅGCC Sovereign fund investment
totaled US$2.7 trillion
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Stockof Foreign Direct 
Investment (FDI) in GCC 

Countries, 2014
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ÅTotal foreign investment in 
GCC wasUS$416 billion

ÅSaudi Arabia(52%) and 
UAE (28%) are the major 
receiver of the total FDI

ÅOther GCC countries
receivedthe rest(20%) of 
total FDI. Thesecountries
maystill have more 
business opportunities for 
FDI

SOURCE: EUROSTAT DATA BASE
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Growth and Trends of Foreign Investment in GCC Countries, 2000-2014

ÅOn average FDI growth rate in the GCC countrieswas21% in the period 2000-2014, while
the ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎFDI growth was9.5% 

ÅThe period 2003-2008 witnesseda boom in FDI inflow to the GCC

ÅAfter 2008 the inflow of FDI to both GCC and the world witnesseda downward trend as 
a result of the world economiccrises

ÅOverall, the numbersshow an attractive environmentfor FDI in the GCC
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FDI in GCC Industrial Activities, 2014 

ÅForeign investmentaccounts
for onlyabout14% of total 
investmentin the industrial
sectorof the GCC

ÅAbout20% of the total 
investmentin vŀǘŀǊΩǎ
industrialsectoris foreign
investmentsςthe highestin 
the GCC

ÅThe lestshareof FDI in the 
industrialsectoris in Bahrain 
(1.4%) 98,6%
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Domesticinvestmentand FDI in 
the Industrial sector, 2014
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